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ARCHROMA AND SOMELOS TO ADVANCE TEXTILE INDUSTRY SUSTAINABILITY
WITH NEW DYEING AND FINISHING PROCESS FOR WATER SAVINGS OF UP TO 97%

Pratteln, Switzerland, 22 June 2023 - Archroma, a global leader in specialty chemicals
towards sustainable solutions, and Somelos, a world-renowned vertically integrated textile
group in Portugal, have joined forces to advance sustainable cotton processing with a new
water-saving dyeing and finishing process that generates no wastewater.

Conventional cotton dyeing and finishing requires substantial water and chemical inputs
and produces a large volume of wastewater. Long-lasting wash-down effects in particular,
traditionally require two water-intensive processes: one to get the color intensity and one
to achieve the washed-down contrast. Relying on such resource-intensive processes is of
particular concern in nations affected by drought and water scarcity, like Portugal, the
home of Somelos since its founding in 1958.

To address this challenge, Archroma and Somelos have now developed the New Dry
Dyeing/Ox Finishing process for the production of bottoms and shirting in cotton fabrics.
Based on Archroma’s Pad-Ox dyeing process, which combines oxidation and fixation into
one step, and the latest technologies for washdown effects, including ozone and laser
treatments, it delivers water savings of up to 97% compared to conventional cotton dyeing
and finishing.

The New Dry Dyeing/Ox Finishing process only uses water to prepare the dye and
oxidation baths. Archroma Diresul® RDT liquid pre-reduced sulfur dyes ensure easy
washdown and direct fixation—with no need for pre-washing—delivering shorter
processing, cleaner production and high wash -fastness.

“Archroma and Somelos both believe that sustainability adds value for textile and apparel
brands, helping them save resources while they tap into new markets. Together, we have
developed a water-saving dyeing and finishing process that not only represents a
significant advance in sustainability for the textile industry, but that also empowers brands
to protect the environment and deliver eco-friendlier products to an eager buying public,”
Umberto De Vita, Director, Denim Market Segment, Textile Effects Division, Archroma,
said.

“At Somelos, we know that cleaner textiles make a better world. We have invested heavily
over the years to achieve eco-friendly production and a zero-carbon footprint, installing our
own solar energy park for clean energy and treating and re-using our wastewater. We are
delighted to be working with Archroma as we take another step on our sustainability
journey and prioritize water saving with our new and innovative cotton dyeing and finishing
process,” Sofia Vale, R&D Manager, Somelos, said.
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/ About Archroma

Archroma is a global, diversified provider of specialty chemicals serving the branded and
performance textiles, packaging and paper, and coatings, adhesives and sealants markets.
Headquartered in Pratteln, Switzerland, Archroma operates with more than 5,000
employees located in 42 countries and with 35 production sites.

Archroma is passionate about delivering leading and innovative solutions, enhancing
people’s lives and respecting the planet. The company is committed to the principles of
"The Archroma Way to a Sustainable World: Safe, Efficient, Enhanced. It's our nature!"; an
approach reflected in its innovations, world-class quality standards, high service levels and
cost-efficiency.

www.archroma.com.

/ About Somelos

Somelos is a leading family-owned and prestigious international textile group. Since 1958,
our organization has been creating products of excellence. This increases the
responsibility not only to deliver high quality products and services, but also to set an
example, when it comes to sustainable and ecological production processes. Somelos
proudly advertises the “Made in Portugal” label as a statement of its craftwork excellence,
creative design and ultimately fabrics and final products quality.

Somelos looks to the future by developing its activity in demanding and constantly evolving
business areas, in order to serve its customers. Always looking for new products with
innovative properties and better responses to a progressively, more demanding market
segments.

www.somelos.pt

This press release and relevant photography can be downloaded from
www.PressReleaseFinder.com.
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